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most of the prefects, and many other officials, by its
own friends, and brought to bear the immense power
of the administration. The Marshal himself threw
his personal influence into the scale, and the bishops
helped him by ordering a supplication for a favorable
vote. But in spite of every exertion, the elections
in October resulted in a victory for the Republicans*
MacMahon, however, was not yet willing to submit,
rind when the ministers resigned, he appointed others
who were not in active politics and had no seats
]n Parliament. The Chamber, regarding this as an
attempt to defeat the will of the nation, refused to
enter into any relations with the cabinet, and at last
the President found himself obliged to give way. In
December he constructed a purely Republican ministry,
most of whose members were taken from the Left
Centre; but it was now impossible for him to keep the
Moderates in power. He had brought about precisely
the result he meant to avoid, for he had thrown the
Republican party into the hands of its less conservative
wing. Gambetta had been the leader in the late cam-
paign. The victory had been his victory, and had
made him for the moment almost omnipotent in the
Chamber. The only obstacle in his way was presented
by the Senate, and when the elections of January 5,
1879, gave a majority in that body also to the Repub-
licans, they assumed a more aggressive tone. They
began by demanding the removal of several Bonapartist
generals; and Marshal MacMahon, who felt that such
a policy would injure the army, and who could not bear
to dismiss his old companions in arms, saw no course